Veterans Services Advisory Committee – Minutes
Date:
January 19, 2012

Time: 
6:30 pm


Attending:  Bill Dudley, Dave Sherlock, Bob Siteman, Gary Whitehouse, T
ed O’Malley, Mike Johns, Jim Finn, Jo Miller, Bertha Maloof, Cheryl Peterson, Colin Peterson 
Topics discussed:

· Minutes from December meeting read and accepted.
· Reviewed state changes made to meetings r/t remote participation. This is not expected to affect the VSAC, nor do we feel it is necessary for this committee. Open meeting rules still apply. 

· Crossroads Veteran District formation has been approved by the state. VSAC recommends Bob Siteman as the VSAC candidate to represent the town at the district board meetings. 
BOS will appoint the town representative. 

The first district board meeting TBA after all board members are appointed.

· Challenge grant will be applied for. This grant is for $87,000 for training of VSO district staff and to set up the district. The deadline for submission of this grant is Feb. 12. 

· Mike Johns spoke about the office location in each of the four towns. 

· District agreement handed out to each committee member. 

· Continued discussion on the new war memorial. Need community member/s to head up the fundraising.  
· The town planner is working on a draft for the location of a war memorial.

· A grant for transportation to the Brockton VA is being worked on. 

· If any senior veterans need assistance the VSO will be at the senior center next week.

VSO update:

· Currently there are three veteran related legislative bills:

1. Increase shelter benefits for homeless veterans

2. Training and certification for VSO.

3. Welcome home state bonus for deployed soldiers.

· Post 9/11 VA Benefits have been extended to Viet Nam era Veterans. 

Meeting ended at 7:30

Next meeting:  February 16, 2012 6:30 pm
