28OCT2010

Veteran Services Advisory Committee - Minutes


8 Members Present
New Members:

Bertha Maloof – US Army Nurse, Cold War, Gulf War, Iraq War Veteran
Dave Gaffey – US Army Chaplains Assistant, Vietnam Veteran, Cold War Veteran
Joe Bykowski & Bob Millman-Absent
All other members present

Mike Johns begins meeting at 1900hrs with the Charge to the Committee:
1. Info – to community on veteran needs, contributions and events (to include help needed with flags, cemeteries, departing and returning soldiers)
2. Care – for veterans, dependents and widows (to include cards, visits and help in planning Patriotic events, such as last night
3. Awareness – helping veterans know their benefits (to include funneling clippings, articles, your write-ups and other tid-bits for our column)
4. Outreach – finding, helping and referring those in need, to me or other agencies, as appropriate
5. Report – on actions, efforts, results and impact relating to #1 – 4 (for inclusion in town report, in addition to, and separate from my report)

Most members present agreed that Plainville Sharing of VSO not a good idea, detracts from both towns and provides a disservice to Foxborough Veterans.

Dave Gaffey voiced – See what the arrangement involves with Foxborough/Plainville
End of year report to be created on Committee Meetings and Accomplishments
Newspaper Article to appear in the Foxborough Reporter
Future events discussed: Veterans Day/Breakfast @ Bethany/Senior Center Breakfast

Discussed and applied policies of Open Meeting Law to the Committee (training for committee will follow in next few months)
Discussed and reviewed Ethics Policies
Invited Guest Paul Dumas to have a few words with Committee on how to functionally run a Veterans Committee

Mike Johns started elections and presided over 
Nominations were opened, seconded and discussed for the three members below.  Other nominations were offered and declined by the nominee.   Elections proceeded with open show of hands, first for Chairman, then separately for vice Chair and the same for Secretary.  VSO did not vote.  Members unanimously voted in each candidate, 7-0 for the three officer positions below:
1. Jim Finn - Chairman of the Committee
2. Bertha Maloof - Vice Chair
3. Mike Geary - Secretary

Next Meeting 18 NOV 7pm @ Paine School
Meeting Adjured at 2030

_____________________________


_____________________________

Michael Geary, Secretary



James Finn, Chairman

